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SATURDAY, JuLy 26,2008
R e e St IR = ~
.-'.qu - -

. - _---'=u..-' ""1'-‘- "- ¥
"'"'"'a-_E;: iy . .'i-*-';'“ "‘_ l-.l:.'.;_.f.

._. n e = -".": - -
‘“""‘E;ﬂ‘ R L s o e e et : S TS e

i
¥
]

AR o o e I o A
Y = = 4 il HEERE L !‘_;"._;-_E.. b L i
i I ol RS - ..--u."-. Ea ™

Ohoplyee Noatonche Jj§°2‘3°“ o?,s ; fwf%

|
.II
. 4
5 d
L Ty g TR
3 5 R TR 3, gl : i PR | i R ety LT i TS .-‘f:-:"-"h i
ﬁ.:i.:'_ 2% ‘-_.-: I.!% Ji'%"g‘ 1'_'_;" = ; 'glzil-;.-, fi =T -..". "';'":":.. -"f..._ i :‘?Lé::.ﬂ -.'.l'llﬁ‘.“'-
- Ry = and - ] ¥ L= - ¥ i Ll | = . = e e ] -|.| - 1 B
raad s gl ATt *“‘&{ w PR L E S 7 e . - b o
'y iy 4 .l_ K. X = ¥ L] = s 2 k| 5 - L] o
o - s - r ...- - r .\-;.- - B -



Ford F-Series. Best-in-class towing,
Simply best in class.

Huge Factory Incentives on now.
There is no better time than now to buy a new truck.

The 29 MPG The 35 MPG The 26 MPG
2008 For Fusmn S 2008 Ford Focus SE 2008 Ford Escape

“Experience The Difference
At Idaho’s #1 Ford D@aﬂl@r"” m Off I-84 at the
- Garrity Exit in
Nampa. See
Wi : d Idaho’s largest
e Ford selection!

Idaho Center Auto Mall
www.DanWieboldFord.com is your link to quality!

Drive one.
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Since 1878

LIt

Owyhee Cattlemen g Assoaa'aon
130th Annual Summer Meeting ¢ July 26, 2008

Saturday, July 26

9:00 am Registration

9:30 am Business Meeting
Pledge

Membership Drawing, Bit
Introductions and President’s Report — Dana Rutan
Election of Directors - Past President, Russ Turner
10:30 am General Business Meeting
Life Member Awards
Owyhee Initiative Update
Guest Speakers
Peter Donovan, Soil Carbon Coalition
LUNCH BREAK (Potluck)
2:00 pm Continue Business Meeting
Sage Grouse Working Group Update
Presentation of Resolutions
Old and New Business
Deck o’ Cards Raffle

The work on
the structure

Evening Activities is done and
5:00 pm Social, sponsored by OWYHEE CATTLEMEN'S ASSOCIATION we are moving
6:00 pm Dinner, catered by H&M Meats, BBQ tri-tip, $18 per person back into the
Silver City
. H H 66 @ 929
9:00 pm Dance 2 music provided by “Relative Rock™ | Schoolhouse!
7 $5/person Please join us
for the
= Sunday, July 27 meeting of the
- i .41 o 7-9:00 am Breakfast at the historic Idaho Hotel: | membership
A [ $9.50 or $5 ages 10 and under. and to see the
Hashbrown & sausage casserole, finished
panc_akes, scramp/e_d' eggs, ham, restoration
muffins, fresh fruit, juice, coffee proj ect.

OCA Board of DirectorsMeeting
at the Nettleton Horse Corral

Silver City, 1873
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130TH SUMMER MEETING

0CA finally returns to schoolhouse

Back where it belongs
The Owyhee Cattlemen s Association's
summer convention returns to the Silver
City schoolhouse for the first time since
2002. Photo by Marty Peterson

The Owyhee Cattlemen’s Association
is set to celebrate its heritage and the
historic buildings of Silver City when
the membership gathers Saturday for
the summer meeting.

The 130" annual summer convention
takes place inside the familiar surround-
ings of the Silver City Schoolhouse,
which was shuttered after the 2002
OCA meeting for an extensive renova-
tion project.

After five years in the Silver City
Masonic Hall, the OCA returns to the
school on the hill for Saturday’s meet-
ing.

The event begins with registration at
9 a.m., followed by the business meet-
ing at 9:30 a.m.

Association president Dana Rutan
will make introductions and present
his report after the traditional silver bit
drawing.

After past president Russ Turner pre-
sides over the election of 2008-09 of-
ficers, the general business meeting be-
gins at 10:30 a.m.

J

Tax Services

Congratulations on your

130th anniversary!

We’'re proud to serve the
cattlemen of Owyhee County

BOWEN PARKER DAY

Cerrtified Public Accountants CHARTEREd
Accounting  Auditing

\

Financial Services

Ron V. Bowen, CPA
624 16th Avenue South
PO. Box 41

Nampa, ID 83653

(208) 467-6900

Mikeal D. Parker, CPA
19 East Wyoming

PO. Box 905

Homedale, ID 83628

(208) 337-3271

Terry D. Day, CPA
1403 Broadway Avenue
Boise, ID 83706
(208) 344-7988

The general business portion of
the day will feature an update on the
Owyhee Initiative, which still awaits a
vote from the full Senate, and the pre-
sentation of Life Member awards to
Ernie and Sherry Bahem of Murphy of
Walt Nilles of Bruneau.

This year’s keynote speaker is En-
terprise, Ore., sheep rancher Peter
Donovan, who is a founding member
of the Soil Carbon Coalition. The Soil
Carbon Coalition strives to fight global
warming through better management of
rangeland and other nature-based prac-
tices.

After a potluck lunch, the meeting re-
sumes at 2 p.m. with an update from the
Owyhee Sage Grouse Working Group.

The Cattlemen will be asked to vote
on two resolutions that were first intro-
duced during February’s winter meet-
ing in Oreana.

One proposed resolution, if passed,
would signal the OCA’s support of a
$1-per-head assessment to the Idaho
Beef Check-Off that also will accom-
modate any future increase in the Na-
tional Beef Check-Off. The resolution
also would allow producers to request a
refund of the money paid into the Idaho
Beef Check-Off increase.

Another resolution slated to be re-
visited Saturday is the clarification of
Resolution 1994-5 pertaining to mem-
bership.

The resolution would establish mem-
bership in the OCA on a family basis,
with both spouses given the rights of
full memberships. Both spouses would
each retain a vote in association mat-
ters.

Additional family members and op-
eration employees 18 years old and old-
er listed on a membership form would
have full membership rights, including
voting rights, for a fee of $5 per indi-
vidual.

— See Meeting page 23B
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INCOMING PRESIDENT

Clapier [ooks
toward finding
alternatives

Incoming OCA president
sees challenges ahead

Bodie Clapier, incoming Owyhee
Cattlemen’s Association president, has
been connected with the OCA and cattle
for years. He’s also taking the hotseat
in the OCA as the industry faces chal-
lenges both old and new.

Clapier’s family has farmed in
Owyhee County since his grandparents
started out in 1949. His parents, Gene
and Ruth Clapier, have farmed the land
they still work since 1969. Clapier and
wife of 26 years, Tina, have built their
house and run their own cattle just across
Jump Creek Road. The Clapiers have a
daughter, Lindsey, 25, who works for
Delta Airlines and is studying at Boise
State, as well as a son, Quincy, 22, who
works at Bodybuilder.com in Boise.

Clapier grew up in Jordan Valley. His
grandmother, Evelyn Loveland, is 96,
and lives alone and independent in Jor-
dan Valley to this day.

“She’s my No. 1 mentor,” Clapier
said. “She’s just an amazing lady —
she’s the oldest person in Jordan Valley.
Our roots run pretty deep in this area.
We know most people and are related to
half of them.”

Clapier became a member of the OCA
about eight years ago. This year marks
his fifth on the board of directors.

“It was always something [ admired in
Owyhee County, and I’ve always really
admired a lot of the people involved,”
he said.

“One of my favorite people was past
president Ted Kassel, who passed away
about 10 years ago. He was our neighbor.
He was a mentor growing up, and I ad-
mired his way of life,” he said. “When I

Air Force One — OCA-style
Incoming OCA president Bodie Clapier and sidekick Lucy at a pasture between
Marsing and Homedale where some of Clapier's heifers graze.

got out of high school, there wasn’t a lot
of opportunity for a guy to jump into the
farming and cattle industry, so I learned
how to cut meat. [ was a meat cutter for
23 years. I know how to cut them up,
and I know how to raise them.”

Even while working for someone else,
Clapier spent every weekend helping
out on his father’s ranch. It was a part of
his life he refused to give up on.

“Eight years ago, an opportunity
came up and I decided I wasn’t getting
any younger, so I might as well do what
I love to do.”

“I’ve worked with (outgoing OCA
president) Dana Rutan for five years.
He has an ambition like no one I know.
He’s so dedicated to the ranching indus-
try and the people involved. I learned a
lot from him; he’s a great kid. He’s very
passionate about the whole industry, and
that’s what we have to have,” he said.

“The beef industry always has a sur-
prise around the corner, whether it’s
mad cow disease, e. Coli, grazing rights
or the Owyhee Initiative,” Clapier said.

“We’d like to see getting that (the Initia-
tive) settled and behind us.”

The Initiative is currently awaiting a
vote by the full U.S. Senate.

“(The presidency) makes me a little
nervous, but I really love the people.
It’s a great group of 350 members and
356,000 cattle. I'm really looking for-
ward to it. Most past presidents have
dealt with BLM, but I’ve never really
had to deal with them a whole bunch,
which is the one thing that makes me a
little nervous.”

Clapier relies on irrigated pasture in
the valley, so he’s been lucky enough to
avoid fights with the BLM, at least up
until now.

He isn’t too worried, with outgoing
president Rutan and the board to lend an
ear or advice when needed.

“My main thing is a concern for the
cattlemen in the upcoming year is the
cost of fuel — the cost of doing busi-
ness. I’ve talked to several farmers and
ranchers in the area, and they’re thinking

— See Clapier, page 6B
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INCOMING PRESIDENT

Clapier: Ready to listen to what the Association has to say

From page 5B

‘Wow, do I sell my cows or feed them
$200 hay this winter?’ If you penciled
out what it costs to raise a calf, keep
her as a heifer, feed her, breed her and
keep her until her first calf, you think
“This sure isn’t very feasible, is it?” So |
think there’s a lot of concerns there. It’s
crunching everyone, but (ranchers are)
really seeing an effect.”

“You’ll have to offset your costs some-
where — wherever you can you have to
find ways to save,” Clapier said.

“You look at corn prices — how are
these guys going to even feed cattle this
year? It’s more than doubled since last
year. Same with fuel. I’'m sure cattle

haven’t increased in price this last year,
probably at all.”

“If I was going to put it (his goals as
president) in a nutshell, we’re going to
try and help people offset costs in any
way we can. It really is my biggest chal-
lenge. I’ve thought and thought — this is
real and it’s hitting everybody, and I think
the majority of people are living day-to-
day, not sure where it’s going to go.”

As to what makes a good president,
Clapier said it boiled down to listening.

“You have to listen to what the asso-
ciation has to say. And that’s what I’ll
try to do — I’ll try to listen. It’s hard for
one person to do it all. It’s all volunteers,
and without the board and the associa-

¥ PAUL

Shop Your Locally Owned & Operated
Grocery Store for Quality, Service & Value!

We Sell All the Locally Grown
Beef We Can Get!

HOMEDALE - 20 E. WYOMING
MTN. HOME - 215 JACKSON ST.
CALDWELL - 425 N. 10TH AVE.

KUNA - 700 E. AVALON ST.
BOISE - LAKE HAZEL & 5-MILE
McCALL - 132 LAKE ST.
NAMPA - 301 11TH AVE N.
NAMPA - 407 12TH AVE. RD.

tion committees we come up with it’d
be hard to do.”

The quality of the people involved
with the OCA is a strength of the orga-
nization, Clapier said.

“We’ve got great people on the sage-
grouse committee, the (beef) check-off
group, the first woman on our board,
Brenda Richards, who’s phenomenal,
Winston Gammett, all of them.”

He handed out special thanks to Scott
Jensen and Debbie Titus at the county
Extension Office.

“I’'m not sure when the relationship
started, but it’s been a great one,” he
said. Jensen acts as the OCA secretary.

“They do a great job, and enough
can’t be said about them.”

One thing does need doing before
Clapier will be ready to step into the
presidency.

“I’m going to have to brush up on my
parliamentary procedures,” he said. “It’s
been a while.”

— MML

Below: Clapier at one of his hayfields.
2008 has been a good year for alfalfa.
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Let ICB herd you
in the right
Financial Direction.

Greg Pence

VP & Commercial Loan Officer
506 S. 10th Ave. Caldwell, ID
208-454-2800

: Intermountain
- - COMMUNITY BANK

...exactly like no other.
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KEYNOTE ADDRESS

Fighting global warming
with [and management

Coalition says new practices can reduce carbon

Contrary to the opinion of radical en-
vironmentalists, cattle ranchers are —
by nature — conservationists.

With the concept of global warming
taking root, a man who has herded both
cattle and sheep in northeastern Oregon
will visit the Owyhee Cattlemen’s As-
sociation summer meeting Saturday to
discuss how ranchers can help reduce
the buildup of greenhouse gases.

Peter Donovan, Soil Carbon Coalition
board member, has written several es-
says on the idea that intensive grazing
and combining cropland and pasture can
help knock down the amount of carbon
released into the air by tillage.

By reducing tillage and rotating clus-
ters of cattle on a pasture, Donovan says,
ranchers have improved their grass-
lands, increased their herd’s beef yield
and even brought back once-dry wells.

Donovan writes that all but 3 percent of
the carbon released into the atmosphere
comes from combustion reactions, such
as respiration, decay of organic com-
pounds and burning of biomass.

He says ranchers and farmers can
knock down the amount of carbon re-
leased into the air by locking it into the
soil through the reduction of tillage and
the development of abundant grasslands.

In the essay, “The Other Side of Glob-
al Warming,” Donovan tells of an Aus-
tralian producer who doubled the carbon
in his soil in a little more than a decade
by planting cereal crops into his pasture.
Pasture cropping, which is accomplished
with a no-till drill, reduced tillage and
chemical usage, Donovan writes.

He also cites a New Mexico ranch at
which intensive grazing and herd rotation
to allow land recovery reduced snake-
weed by 90 percent, more than doubled
the beef produced-per-acre ratio, reduced

costs and raised profit.

The practice improved the ground’s
ability to hold rainwater and recharged a
well dormant since the 1950s.

Peter Donovan

130 VEARS AND STILL GOING STRONG...
CONGRATULATIONS,

OWYHEE CATTLEMEN'S

ASSOCIATION

NEXT TIME YOU'RE IN THE AREA, CHECK OUT OUR INVENTORY.

FULL STOCK OF GEAR FOR YOUR NEEDS:
- Plumbing
- Electvical
- Pacnt
- Havdwarve

- Major Appﬁancer

Tolmie’s ACE
Hardware & Appliance

1 East Owyhee Avenue ® Homedale, ID

337-5006
FINANCING AVAILABLE o.a.c.
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(800) 421-7844 = (208) 482-7844 » Caldwell

To become a leader in the
industry, hard work, dedication,
and consistent superior
performance is required.

At SSI we strive to meet these
requirements daily and are
constantly working to improve
our operation and service.

The Process Begins...
and Ends with Quality!
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OCA LeApERSHIP

URIA PUMP

PUMP SALES, SERVICE & REPAIR
J CLASS & GRUNDFOS PUMPS
BACKHOE * TRENCHER * BOOM TRUCKS
SEPTIC SYSTEMS - EXCAVATION
FOOTINGS - FOUNDATIONS
WATER & SEWER LINES * ROADS & PONDS

domscne 39 1-3994

Cattlemen, we salute your efforts
to raise the highest quality beef.

andbar
River House

serving the County’s Best Steak

396-4124

| 8 Sandbar Avenue

o Marsing Idaho
' o Sandbar River Park
now available for reservation
. Reunions * Weddings ¢ Parties

Small or Large

More Cattlemen’s coverage in the Avalanche

Past Presidents

Owyhee Cattle and Horse
Growers Association

(no list available prior to 1935)
1935-41 Frank Gusman
1942-47 Lynne Bachman
1948-50 Milford Vaught
1951-52 Earl Bachman
1953-54 Dick Gabica
1955-56 Jim Nettleton

1957 Gene Davis
1958 Frank Maher
1959 Ed Riddle

1960 Alvin Benson
1961 Frank Baltzor
1962 Arsen Alzola
1963 John Malmberg
1964 Walt Morgan
1965 Walt Yarbrough
1966 Don Davis
1967 Lee Stanford
1968 Bill Tindall
1969 John Tyson
1970 Ernie Bahem
1971 Dick Bass

1972 Ben Panzeri
1973 Bob Collett
1974 Pete Jackson
1975 Bill Ross

1976 Don McKay
1977 George Earll
1978 Ted Cossel
1979 Ray Colyer
1980 Frank Davis
1981 Ted Gammett
1982 Gene Tindall
1983 Elias Jaca

1984 Rand Collins
1985 Forest Fretwell
1986 Eric Davis
1987 Craig Malmberg
1988 Dave Tindall
1989 Frank Bachman
1990 Vern Kershner
1991 Tim Lowry
1992 Bill McBride
1993 Ted S. Blackstock
1994 Ted Hoffman
1995 Jerry Hoagland
1996 Michael F. Hanley IV
1997 Peter Jackson Jr.
1998 Chris Black
1999 Richard Brandau
2000 George Bennett
2001 Martin Jaca
2002 Kenny Tindall
2003 Charlie Lyons
2004 Tony Richards
2005 Brian Collett
2006 Brad Huff
2007 Russ Turner

2008 Dana Rutan
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O1p TimeRrs, Lire MEMBERS

Prior to 1968 Theron Adcock 1981 CIiff Feltwell Rollie Patrick
Emmett Fry 1972 Ray Pershall Everett Dick Benham
Ralph Sampson Al Mackey Townsend George Johnstone
1968 Ralph Stanford 1973 Walt Adams 1982 Joe Turner Henry Brandau
Norman 1974 None Grant Strickland 1986 Al Curtis
MacKenzie 1975 Marion Wroten Cliff McMahan Jay Thompson
1969 Henry Hatton 1976 Elmer C. Johnston 1983 Dick Gabica Clayton Turner
Albert Harley 1977 Pearle Davis Albert Harley Bill Tindall
1970 Jonas Bass 1978 Marvin Jess Paul Black 1987 Harold Markley
Kirby Forman Joe Nettleton Bob Gluch Curley Heath
Earl Bachmann Albert Black 1984 Walt Yarbrough Willie Panzeri
Hugh Nettleton Frank Baltzor Noy Brackett Bob Harris
1971 Milford Vaught Adam Johnny Miller 1988 Frank Maher
Omar Stanford Blackstock Jim Alzoa Owen Barton
Angel Bilboa 1979 None 1985 Bill Maher Fostino Alzola
Zack Montini 1980 Lee Stanford Art Bahem Bob Davis
Bill Burghardt Ed Muller Emeline Nettleton 1989 Monk Stimmel
Don McKay
Rufus Lequerica
4 N\ 1990 Arsen Alzola
Bill Swan
Chuck Dougal
Gertrude Anderson
Gusty Elordi
(in memory)
ETEEETE P 80N e ! . 1991 Chet Tindall
y Bill Tindall

Ruby Staples
1992 Roy Hoagland
1993 Ted Cossel
John Malmberg
Don Davis
1994 LeRoy Beaman
Walt Morgan
1995 Calvin Johnson
Joe Churruca
Bill Lowry
1996 Bob Collett
Bus Cummings
Gene Davis
Hazel Hanley
Tom Skinner
1997 Frank and Natalie Davis
Ray and Bonnie Colyer

When it comes time to upgrade your Frances Field
o o . e g o o o 1998 Tom and Celia Hall
irrigation system, call on Agri-Lines Irrigation. Jack and Elvira Potter
Gene Stanford
A drive through our region will show you the large number of new Zimmatic pivots being 1999 Joe Black
installed on farms and ranches. Look at the differences in pivot points, truss width, Ronald Hutchison
control panel operation, and the reasons to choose Zimmatic become obvious. Herb Mink
Look to Agri-Lines for complete service from survey and designs for NRCS Merv Robinson

projects to pvc and gated pipe, pumping stations, and wheel lines. Our electrical 2000
service crew, large parts department, and custom fabrication shop rounds out the total
service package. Call us for your complete project from design to installation.

Bud Greeley
Clarence and Virginia Miller

Zimmatic offers finance options with very low interest financing/zero down/ with first 2001 No one chosen
payment not due for 12 months. Let us show you why we are the valleys first choice in ir- 2002 Richard Bennett
rigation solutions. 2003 Ace and Marilyn Black

2004 Frankie Dougal

H : Virginia Stanford
Agri-Lines\ feosuner

Curt Strickland (In memory of)

1Hmm |NE- 208-880-5903 CELL 2005 Juanita Johnstone
AGRI-LINES IRRIGATION 208-722-5121 OFFICE ?,ilf;;;d&ﬁz? Jaye
P.0.BOX 660 * 115 North 2nd Street fredb@agri-lines.com EMAIL 2006  Fred and Lodice Grant
Parma, ID 83660 Bob Kelly

www.agrl-llnes.com Barbara and David Lahtinen
\_ J 2007 Elias and Inez Jaca
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Restorati
chugs along Lohg process
After eight years,

e Sitver " City reaches

Schoolhouse is .

o i milestone

say the interior still
must be tackled, but
the windows and
doors are ready
to bring in sun-
light and welcome
the OCA. Photo by
Marty Peterson

We Salute the Owyhee County Cattlemen!

JOHN DEERE

Treasure Valley John Deere

icamphelltractorcon

Homedale, Idaho ¢ 337-3142

OCA’s return marks
partial completion
of schoolhouse project

If restoration work on the Silver City
Schoolhouse seems like an eternity to
the Owyhee Cattlemen’s Association,
imagine what it must feel like for Marty
Peterson.

A Silver City resident, Peterson is
president of the Historic Silver City
Foundation, which launched the ambi-
tious project.

“We’ve been working on it for eight
years,” Peterson said. “All of the struc-
tural work is completed and nearly all of
the exterior.

“... We do plan on beginning restora-
tion of the first-floor interior later this
summer.”

With the harsh winter weather closing
the Silver City Road, the project really
has only lasted about four years because
conditions allow for just six months of
construction work each year.

The foundation has raised $325,000
for the project, and Peterson said about
$150,000 must be brought in to com-
plete the work.

The OCA will hold its summer meet-
ing in the National Registry of Historic
Places building Saturday, the ranchers’
first visit since 2002.

But, Peterson said, the 116-year-old
schoolhouse won’t have a bell until the
annual Silver City Open House when a
belfry-setting ceremony has been tenta-
tively scheduled for Sept. 13. Plans are
still in the works, Peterson said.

The OCA began using the building
for its annual summer convention after
1942, when the last class left the school.
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FUTURE
MEMBERS

Kate Blackstock
Tyler Blackstock
Ashley Brandau

Bryce Collett

Andrew Gutierrez

Karena Gutierrez
Mariah Gutierrez
Carlen Hipwell
Chris Hipwell
Elias Jaca
Josune Jaca
Maialen Jaca
Matea Jaca
Travis Jackson
Bryce Kershner
Catie Kershner
Patxi
Larrocea-Phillips
Argia
Larrocea-Phillips
Colby Lord

Blas Lord
Alice Lyons
Henry Lyons
Dallace Meyers
Desiree Meyers
John Richards
Tom Richards
Dally Rutan
Lewis Rutan
Riatta Rutan
Ruthie Rutan
Shailee Rutan
Ethan Salove
Kacie Salove
Noah Shaw
Lee Stanford
Wyatt Stanford
Zachary Tindall
Jessie Wood
Tyler Wood

VETERINARY CLINIC

1 W. Kansas -Homedale 337-4677

Dr. Randy Bean, DVM  Dr. Laura Otley, Dr. William Cegnar,

 Certified in Animal Chiropractic by AVCA
- Completed Acupuncture Classes at CSU DVM DVM

USEcologyldaho

an American Ecology company
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Hats off to the
Owyhee Cattlemen’s
Association on their 13
birthday!
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¢ The Environ
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&> POLARIS

The World's Toughest ATVsS®

HARDEST WORKING. SMOOTHEST RIDING.

RANGER
4X4 EFI

oy

BRING THE BENEFITS OF ELECTRONIC FUEL INJECTION (EFI)

TO YOUR FARM OR RANCH WITH A POLARIS SPORTSMAN — THE WORLD’S BEST-SELLING ATV

— OR A POLARIS RANGER — THE HARDEST WORKING, SMOOTHEST RIDING UTILITY VEHICLE.

'._Il
._ GIRIFFU
'\““_ » = F 9D = T . Y
v

Serving Owyhee County

Sales ¢ Parts ¢ Service * Accessories

ATVs,
Off-Road Vehicles
Service &
Accessories

ARNING!: ATV: be hazard Pol dult model forrid 16 and older. Pol h models of 90 cc for riders 12 5604 Cleveland BIVd.

I: ATVs can be hazardous to operate, Polaris adult models are for riders age 16 and older. Polaris youth models of 90 cc for riders

dolder. Polaris youth models of 50 cc for riders 6 and older. For your safety, always wear a helmet, eye protection and protective clothing, Caldwell’ ID ° 454-8508
d be sure to take a safety training course. For safety and training information in the U.S., call the SVIA at (800) 887-2887, or Polaris at (800)

2-3764. In Canada, contact your Polaris dealer. Not intended for and may not be registered for on-road use. ©2006 Polaris Sales Inc
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Rostock
FURMITURE

% m FURNITURE &
APPLIANCES, INC.
is the Heart of the Weat!

FURNITURE = CARPET = VINYL
APPLIANCES » TELEVISIONS

MAYIAG _Zawor Tijfpdol Motaak Cupet
L~

Heriem
'! [_,aﬂf;’:' Authorized Sales & Service

Rottock s
APPLIANCES, INC.
307 South Kimball, Caldwell
459-0816
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IN MEMORIAM

Political ally, industry giant among those who passed

Owyhee cattlemen mourned in the
past year the passing of two men who
were instrumental in the beef industry
from decidedly different perspectives as
well as three people whose families have
long-standing ties to ranching in Owyhee
County.

Betty Brandau

July 18, 1922-Feb. 3, 2008

Betty Berdeen (Backer) Brandau and
her husband, Henry, lived on Reynolds
Creek for more than half a century.

Three years before marrying Henry in
1944, Betty began her career as a school-
teacher. During the 1942-43 school year
at the Wilson schoolhouse, she met her
future husband while boarding with Clif-
ford and Gertrude McMahan, who was
Henry’s sister.

Being the youngest of Byrdie
(Laura Ann) Samuel and Chris
(Christopher  John) Backer,
earned Betty the lifelong nick-
name “Babe”. Born in Boise,
she was raised in the Lone
Tree Community and attended
Nampa schools. After complet-
ing high school she attended
Lewiston State Normal School
in Lewiston, Idaho and received her
teaching certificate August 14, 1942 and
her college diploma on May 24, 1943.

Her first teaching job was in Nampa as
an instructor for eighth-grade boys physi-
cal education. She would remain active in
schools, either as a full-time or substitute
teacher or school secretary, until 1980.

After marrying Henry on May 29,
1944, in Nampa, the couple moved to

._.i.l

Betty Brandau

Melba, where they farmed. The
couple’s daughters — Becky
and Merle — were born on the
Melba farm.

In 1946, Betty and Henry
bought a home on Reynolds
Creek from his parents. Two
weeks after the 1948 birth of
their son Richard, the family
moved into the house in which
Betty and Henry would live for the next
55 years.

Betty was a devoted wife and mother,
serving as a 4-H leader and shuttling her
children between sporting events, 4-H
meetings and the county fair.

She was a charter member of the Wil-
son Sage Hens, which formed in 1949,
and she was a lifelong member of the
— See Memoriam Page 24B

Thank you to the Owyhee Cattlemen

for your continued business.
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LIFE MEMBER AWARD

Nilles remains proud of 0CA efforts

Walt Nilles is a cattleman of the old
school. At 74, he’s still running cattle,
though more often from an ATV’s seat
than from a horse, he said.

“It’s just a way of life I enjoy, I guess,”
Nilles said. “I like cows and horses —
always had a few really good horses, but
now I do more riding on a four-wheeler.
It’s just easier to move stuff, and they
stay where you leave them.”

The Owyhee Cattlemen’s summer
convention will see Nilles bumped to
Life Member status with the OCA,
which surprised him.

“I really haven’t been in too long,
maybe 10 years,” he said. He has been
a fixture in the local cattle business
though, and has lived near Grand View
since 1973. He winters in Grand View,

and runs about 100 head of cattle during
the summer in the Hill City area, he
said.

Nilles moved to Owyhee County,
along with his brother Robert, and they
settled on adjoining plots southeast
of Grand View. Walt and Robert, who
passed away in 2004, were born and
raised in Belle Fourche, S.D., a cow-
town northeast of Rapids City in the
Black Hills. Belle Fourche may be
remembered by movie buffs as the goal
of the cattle drive in The Cowboys, the
1973 movie starring John Wayne.

“I went to work for a ranch when I
was 16 years old. By the time I was 18,
I started running my own — started
buying a few cows and renting a place
to keep them,” Nilles said. He’s been at

it ever since, for 54 years as of 2008.

He’s tried a few angles over the years,
and raised no steroids/no drug natural
beef.

“Sometimes I didn’t have a buyer for
all of them (by time for slaughter), but
at the sale they’re always a few cents
above the other cattle,” he said. Regular
customers used to call for the natural
beef from Owyhee County and the
Nampa and Boise areas, he said.

“I think everyone owes some time and
effort into the industry that supported
you,” Nilles said of the OCA. “I think
that all the committee work has been
really good.” He praised the efforts of
the OCA especially on the sage-grouse
issue and land use.

— see Nilles page 23B
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Lire MEMBER AWARD

58 vears m the OCA saddle

Ernie and Sherry Bahem of Murphy
are being inducted into the Owyhee
Cattlemen’s Association’s life member
list this year. Both said they were pleased
to be so honored, though Ernie pondered
the criteria with a chuckle.

“I was on the board when they started
that back in the late *60s, and we were
trying to figure what age to award this
at. Bill Kendall said, ‘Well, why don’t
we wait until they start looking a little
shaky?’ So I guess I'm to that stage,” he
explained with a laugh.

Ernie has been involved with the OCA
for almost 60 years. He was on the board
for six years, was president in 1970, and
has been a member since 1950.

“I’ve really enjoyed it, it was a great
bunch of guys to work with, everyone’s
been really active — and if they
wouldn’t have been, the livestock would
have been put off the range years ago,”
Bahem said.

Rangeland and the never-ceasing
discussions with the Bureau of Land
Management are still foremost in the
Bahems’ concern for the future.

“I think probably the biggest thing is
like Mike Hammond said: We haven’t
stopped them from putting us off the
range, but we’ve bought a lot of time.
The people in the Bureau (of Land
Management) would have had us off
back in the ’60s.”

“He’s been on I don’t know how
many committees ever since we’ve been
married, fighting to keep the cattle on
the range,” Sherry said.

“I'think it’s a continuing thing, really,”
Ernie said, adding that he believes it to
be a fight that the OCA will be waging
for the foreseeable future.

Ernie and Sherry have been married
for 43 years.

While Ernie and Sherry don’t run
cattle any more, they spent many years
on the Ernie Bahem Ranch doing just
that. The ranch was a family operation,
running about 200 head, and consisted

Active members honored
Ernie and Sherry Bahem will both be inducted as OCA life members this year.
Posing with them here is x, a 17-year-old gelding, named after the ranch the pair
lived, worked and raised their children on.

of three small ranches, two of them on
Flint Creek and one on Deer Creek.

In an article Ernie wrote for the
Owyhee Outpost in 2002, he laid out
his family’s history with the ranch
and the county, which began with
the purchase of the lower Flint Creek
ranch in September 1936 from Art
Birmingham. The ranch’s roots go
all the way back to a record of James
Denny turning over rights to Abraham
Denny in 1886.

In October 1955, George and Art
Bahem added the second and third
ranches, purchasing them from James
Liddel. The total area came to just shy
of 1,200 acres.

Ernie ran his first cattle, 19 head, in
1952. He ran his cows in licu of wages,
he wrote, kept the heifer calves and built
his herd up to 50. When his father, Art,
and his uncle George shifted to running
cattle full-time in 1955, Ernie ran the
ranch for his father and uncle, who lived
in Homedale.

His first few years on the ranch
predated the county keeping the roads
open to the ranch area, so he’d lay in
enough supplies to last out the snow
and stay until spring. In the late ’50s
and early ’60s, Ernie wrote, there were
fewer private allotments and fences, and
thus a lot more riding.

— See Bahems, page 21B
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Bahems: Turns out you can rope a bobcat

From Page 19B

“In the fall, the buckaroos from the
Murphy side would come over and stay.
We always had a good time,” he wrote.

In the era before satellite TV, you had
to find your own fun, and Ernie, along
with friends Dick Jayo, Otis Ando and
Vern Kershner managed to rope a large
bobcat at Louse Creek.

It started out fun, at least.

They wound up bundling the angry
cat in a jacket, which worked until the
animal managed to get its head loose,
at which point it bit Jayo in the leg, as
Ernie reported in his memoirs.

What possessed the friends to rope a
bobcat?

“Well, we thought we ought to catch
him,” Ernie said with a laugh.

Ernie married Sherry in 1965. They
have two sons: Brent (who goes by
Jake) is the owner of Apple Valley Elec-
tric in Parma with wife Candi and sons
Dustin (14) and Dillon (9), and young-

er son Scott who works at Waldo Insur-
ance in Nyssa. Scott and his wife Lindy
have four children, daughters McKin-
ney (15), Sierra (10), KimberLeigh (8)
and son Ty (7).

From 1965, the family (with the boys
being born in 1967 and 1969, respec-
tively) lived in a small ranch house
of three rooms with no running wa-
ter. They purchased the ranch in 1971,
and in 1972 they built a new

the building back as the OCA’s official
meeting spot as of this year.

“I thought that was great, just won-
derful,” Sherry said.

What have the Bahems taken away
from their decades with the OCA?

“I suppose just the satisfaction of be-
ing able to help,” Ernie said.

— MML

house, going “from an out-
house with a path to one-
and-a-half baths,” as Ernie
wrote.

Ernie became an appraiser
for the Owyhee County As-
sessor’s Office in 1987. In
1997, be became county as-
sessor. In 2004, the Bahems
sold the ranch.

The Bahems are glad to
see the Silver City school-
house repairs completed and

The Bahems lived in true fron-
tier fashion in the early years,
which was well and good, and
was a wonderful way to raise
children; though Sherry does
have fairly rough memories of
washing diapers with no run-
ning water.

Your farm is unique.
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Nilles: Keeping
business and
concerns local
is the best way

From page 18B

“That’s been a
big problem for
cattlemen,” he ob-
served.

“I haven’t been
too proud of the
national associa-
tion,” he added, “but the local associa-
tion I’'m very proud of. I think that any
time you have local control you’re bet-
ter oft.”

Nilles has seen changes, both good
and bad, in the industry over the years.

“I think that (meat) packer consolida-
tion has not helped the cattle industry,”
he said. He argued that if buyers buy out
the few remaining independent busi-
nesses and consolidate, “we’ll be hurt-
ing even more.”

In the past, “the cattle were butchered
where they were fed, in general. There
were probably 20 packing houses in
Treasure Valley,” he said. Now there are
fewer, if larger, with far fewer owners.

“It’s different now,” Nilles said. “Not
necessarily tougher, though the environ-
mental requirements have made it hard-
er. The things you can and can’t do on
BLM and forest land are so complicated
that I stick to private ground.”

Working with federal management,
he said, had too many hassles. His first
efforts at grazing cattle on U.S. Forest
Service land was a bad enough experi-
ence that he gave up on it, he said.

In contrast, his experiences with graz-
ing on State lands have been very posi-
tive.

“I had a State Ground lease, and I got
along fine. Like I say, that’s local (rather
than federal). The State people were
good to deal with,” Nilles said.

“It’s always best when you can keep
it local.”

— MML

Meeting: OCA social to follow

From page 3B

Family members and employees
younger than 18 will be listed as Youth
Members at no additional charge. Youth
Members would have full membership
rights, but wouldn’t retain a vote.

After the deck o’cards raffle, the
meeting will adjourn to make room
for the 5 p.m. social sponsored by the
OCA and then a 6 p.m. dinner catered
by H&M Meats. The barbecue tri-tip
beef meal will be available for $18 per

person.

Saturday’s activities end with a 9 p.m.
dance inside the schoolhouse with music
provided by Relative Rock. Admission
is $5 per person.

On Sunday, breakfast will be served
from 7 a.m. to 9 a.m. at the Idaho Hotel.
The price is $9.50 for adults and $5 for
ages 10 and younger.

The association’s board of directors
meeting will be held at 10 a.m. Sunday
at the Nettleton Horse Corral.

business.

and grow.

Link Up With Us.

Running a farm, ranch or other business
requires expertise in more than one area. We
can help you focus on the business at hand by
providing you with the banking products and
resources you need. From checking and lending
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programs, we make it easy lo lake care of

Call or visit us today to find out more about how
our services can help your operation flourish
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Memoriam: Gannon, Johnstone, Skinner remembered

From Page 16B
The Melba community selected her
as Citizen of the Year, and she served as

“He was uniquely qualified (for dis-
cussion on confined animal feeding op-
erations) CAFOs because he knew the

grand marshal in the town’s Fourth of need to protect adjacent landowners. He

July parade.

Tom Gannon
Dec. 14, 1945-June 24, 2008

State Sen. Thomas Curtis
Gannon married into a ranch-
ing family and fought for the
advancement of the agricultural
and ranching industries during
his time in the Idaho Legisla-
ture.

A retired naval officer who
was deployed to Vietnam twice,
Gannon was in the midst of his
third two-year term in the Idaho Senate
when he succumbed to liver cancer ear-
lier this year. He had undergone bile duct
surgery in Salt Lake City in May, days
before winning the Republican primary
and a shot at earning a fourth term in No-
vember’s general election. No cancer was
found at the time of the surgery.

Born in Twin Falls, Gannon wed Jeanne
Davis, a member of the ranching family
that started the Bruneau Cattle Co.

“With Tom’s background, he was
uniquely qualified,” District 23B Rep.
Bert Brackett (R-Rogerson) said. “He
worked with the military bureaucracy and
with Buhl Planning and Zoning and with
land-use planning.

Tom Gannon

also knew — from his experience and his
wife experience from growing up in pro-
duction agriculture — the need to protect
agriculture and the related activities that
go along with it.”

Gannon was chair of the Sen-
ate Agricultural Affairs Com-
mittee.

In serving District 23, he
helped bring about the estab-
lishment of the Idaho Center
for Livestock and Environmen-
tal Studies, which will be built
near the College of Southern
Idaho in Twin Falls.

“That has real, real long-reaching im-

with the industry’s CAFO situa-
tion. That could be his legacy,”
Brackett said.

The center will be a joint effort
between CSI and the University
of Idaho, Brackett said, and it
will encompass the agricultural
resource service and place an
emphasis on dairy and small
feedlot operations.

Brackett, who has been selected by
Gov. C.L. “Butch” Otter to finish Gan-
non’s term, and he will also run for the
Senate seat in November, said the idea of

Juanita
Johnstone

7~

United Oil

Thank You, Cattlemen, for
your continued business.

Serving Owyhee County &
the Surrounding Area.

Complete Line of Oil & Fuel

J

naming the Idaho Center for Livestock
and Environmental Studies for Gannon
would be a fitting tribute to the senator’s
work for the industry in Idaho.

Juanita Johnstone

Oct. 22, 1923-Sept. 4, 2007

Juanita Johnstone was named an Hon-
orary Life Member of the Owyhee Cattle-
men’s Association in 2005 after spending
most of her life in the Homedale area.

Johnstone moved to Ridgeview, Ore.,
with her family as a young girl. On her
18" birthday in 1941, she married James
(Jim) Johnstone and moved to the John-
stone ranch near Homedale.0 Juanita and
Jim welcomed two sons, Alan and Bruce.

Jim died in April 1953, and Juanita con-
tinued to live on the family farm. She mar-
ried George Johnstone on June 3, 1955,
and seven years later gave birth
to daughter, Anita. George lat-
er was named an honorary life
member of the OCA.

During her marriage to
George, Juanita helped fix
fence and rode the range in
South Mountain as well as
keeping family as her focus.
She kept hired farm hands and
sheepherders fed, too, always
bringing hot lunches to the fields or the
lambing sheds.

Tom Skinner

Aug. 16, 1917-May 2, 2008

Thomas “Tuck” George Skinner grew
up as a link to Jordan [f -
Valley’s pioneer fami-
lies. He was raised on
the Billie Parks Ranch
west of Jordan Valley,
Ore.

After  graduating
from Jordan Valley
High School, Skin-
ner earned a Bachelor’s degree in Animal
Husbandry from Oregon State University
in 1940. He worked for the federal Divi-
sion of Grazing, which would become the
Bureau of Land Management, in Lakev-
iew, Ore., before entering the service pri-
or to World War I1.

Tom Skinner

See Next Page
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Memoriam: J.R. Simplot, head of an empire, passes

Receiving an ROTC commission in
field artillery from OSU, he was placed
on active duty from May 1941 to March
1946, and took part in the Peleliu Inva-
sion. He was honorably discharged with
the rank of major.

He married Peggy (Mary Genevieve)
Eubank on July 12, 1942, and the couple
had six daughters.

After the war, Skinner returned to
Owyhee County to run the family ranch.

In 1972 he entered the real estate ap-
praisal field in Boise, a career he followed
until his retirement in 1999.

Skinner was active in the Owyhee
County Republican Party and was active
in protecting property rights. He served
on several Owyhee County committees
and organizations, including the Owyhee
County Historical Society board of direc-
tors, the Natural Resources Committee,
the Owyhee Sage Grouse Local Working
Group and People for the Owyhees. He

was the first person to be placed on the
Board of Commissioners’ Roster of Out-
standing Citizens in June 2004.

Skinner also gave crucial testimony
about water in the Pleasant Valley ranch-
ing region during the Snake River Basin
Adjudication.

J-R. Simplot
Jan. 9, 1909-May 25, 2008
Some knew him as Jack; others J.R. No
matter what handle he had, one thing was
clear about John Richard Simplot: He
loomed large in Idaho agricul-
ture because of his potatoes
and — as a by-product of his
potato empire — became an
important name in the Owyhee
County cattle business.
The Simplot Co. is a key
business name and ranching

e

Idaho highway 67. The Simplot corpo-
rate Web site reports that the feedlot has
the largest holding capability in the U.S.
(150,000 head).

Simplot entered the feedlot business
40 years ago as a way to use by-products
from his firm’s food processing plants.

The Simplot Co. also has 15 ranches
in Idaho, Nevada, Oregon and Utah com-
prising more than 2.5 million acres of
deeded land and public land managed
by the Bureau of Land Management and
the U.S. Forest Service. The ranches are
overseen by Simplot Land and
Livestock, which is headquar-
tered in Grand View.

Simplot subsidiary Western
Stockmen’s also helps ranchers
with the nutritional, pharma-
ceutical and biological needs
of their herds and horses.

partner in Grand View with
a 750-acre feedlot located on

J.R. Simplot

— JPB
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"Aave room for summer guests!

Save onh Bunk Beds, Sofa Sleepers & Mattresses!

- ' _'L - =
- ] ~—
ﬁ =1 |?|L|.0WTUP MATTRESSES
Over 250 Rolls of Carpetin stockfor  Over 100 Rolls o Vinyl Flooring in TWIN SET
Your Choice! sl 49900 FULL SET
Carpet or Vinyl N oty g549 0 queen ser
wom § 1(“ g?s?;':)““‘““ 15jyeariWarranty, 79900 -

Berber Carpet from|$1:49 Squfts Free Delivery ¢ Free Removal of 0ld Set

installed with heavy pad from $15.95 sq. yd.

MANY NAME BRANDS AVAILABLE! |
Financing Available * Free Estimates
Idaho/Oregon Public/Licensed Contractors

EXPERIENCE TOSHIBA
LCD FLATSCREEN HDTV!
IN STOCK SIZES: 20" TO 57"

=~

32" TOSHIBA HDTV LCD
HD CONVERTER BOXES IN STOCK! \ ,‘_MATCH(NG RECL(N(NGLSOFB A'$699
- PADRMA FUDNITURE HAS YOUR LARCEST VARIETY OF UPHOLSTERY
| BETWEEN SALT LAKE CITY AND PORTLAND! IN STOCK FOR NEXT DAY DELIVERY

OVERSTUFEED SOFA, LOVESEAT & CHAIR BROWNIMICROFIBERISECTIONAL
ONLY;$895!73 COLORS TO CHOOSE FROM

OTTOMAN NOT INCLUDED

OUR APPLIANCE SELECTION RIVALS ANY BIG BOX STORE!
OVER 200 APPLIANCES ON DISPLAY READY FOR FREE NEXT DAY
DELIVERY AND INSTALLATION! FREE REMOVAL OF OLD APPLIANCES
UP TO $400 CASH BACK WITH PURCHASE OF 3 WHIRLPOOL APPLIANCES!

SECTIONAL 51 %99 OFFER ENDS JULY 27 SEE STORE FOR DETAILS

OTTOMAN[$249 (Ul = e OUVER 25
\ h s = —_— DISHWASHERS
ST ; - ¥ - ON DISPLAY!
[ TSN - -
l‘-h-h-h' _‘ 2

AMANA BY \IUH(RLPOOL OVER 75
NTW5205TQ  NED5200TQ RANGES
PAIR $679 ON DISPLAY!

———v—==- OUVER 50 REFRIGERATORS ON DISPLAY!

AT

BEAT THE HEAT WITH

AN AIR CONDITIONER! : ‘——‘
ON SALE NOW!! U-Haul Savings! maas swxrofismoor § BY WHIRLPOOL ROPER WAIRLPOOL:
Bedroom size - $119 AMANAws  amANA TTISTKASQ RS2ZAGKTO EDSGTGAN
12.000 BTU - $299 5"::.2‘5;‘:2“ BY WHIRLPOOL REFRIGERATOR REFRIGERATOR  SIDEBY SIDE  EXTRA BIG! WHIRLPOOL
s BOTTOM FREEZER REFR(AGSEFZ{E:’ZF?F? . $499 $699  REFRIGERATOR$899 25 CU FT FREEZER

REFRIGERATOR $2399

] FREE DELIVERY & SET-UP IN TREASURE VALLEY!

SRl Parma Furniture Co. (IR
m A i “Like Having A Friend At The Factory” fit = JHE
r—paniral 108 3rd St. * Parma, Idaho gy

B Ml

OVERSIZE
RECLINERS

ECLINERS (1T ChAIRS B8

IN STOCK!

PIeel 722-5158¢ toll free: 888-722-0078




HOMEDALE 337-3474 « MARSING 896-5824



